As the recently appointed Assistant Headteacher for Inclusion at Dame Elizabeth Cadbury
School I welcome you to the first SEND Newsletter. As the Inclusion Leader my primary aim
is to ensure all students, regardless of circumstance, are happy and safe; have access
to an appropriate curriculum; and achieve their true potential. To ensure this, it is imperative
that we work as a partnership - parents, carers, students and school - to ensure the best
possible educational experience and outcomes for your child.
In order to help you feel fully supported, I aim to keep you informed and updated about
the hard work that not only the Inclusion Team here in school provides, but all of the external
agencies who are involved in meeting the needs of students. This newsletter is just one way
of delivering this information. Lots of material regarding SEND can also be found
on the school’s website, including the link to the Local Authority’s ‘Local Offer’.
I hope that you find this first news briefing useful.
Many thanks

Mr Rackham

How do we allocate resources to match the needs of students with
SEND?
All teachers are teachers of SEND students and are trained to use High Quality Teaching strategies
to ensure needs are met within the classroom
Effective deployment of Teaching Assistants – Learning Inclusion Leaders
Small group support at point of need
Exam access arrangements where applicable and appropriate
External agency support where applicable and appropriate
Availability of specialist equipment and resources where applicable and appropriate

High Quality Teaching
At Dame Elizabeth Cadbury School classroom teachers are committed to providing high quality teaching.
Teachers ‘scaffold’ the work to ensure that the needs of all students are met, whilst also checking
on the progress of your child and identifying, planning and delivering any additional help your child may
need. Teachers use strategies that work to remove barriers to learning by differentiating appropriately and
using approaches which enable all students to be taught effectively. Teachers constantly assess and review
the progress of all students, and regularly share this information with parents and carers throughout the
year.

Intervention Programmes
When a student is identified as requiring additional support, they might be invited to engage in one or more
of the following:
Lexia: The Lexia programme focuses on foundational reading skills, with a more mature,
to advanced decoding skills, vocabulary development, and comprehension activities.

any gaps in the pupil’s knowledge are identified. Pupils have reported enjoyment in the programme
because it’s short and they can see the progress they are making; and also report gaining confidence in their numeracy and literacy skills.
Believe Centre: The Believe Centre is part of our school’s offer of early help and intervention within
our behaviour and support framework. During this intervention, it may be that a specific area

Here, students develop strategies of support so that they are able to overcome issues that are
impacting them emotionally. The Believe Centre has a positive impact on attendance, behaviour
and academic progress.

What the support looks like with a teenager, and what to do to grow
independence
Listen to your child and spend time with them finding out what they do at school
Share any concerns they may have with us
Check their homework regularly via their planner and ensure they are using it too.
Visit the school website
Encourage your child to attend any additional support clubs (e.g. for homework/ revision)
Read any reports sent home and support them in meeting their targets
Attend all meetings such as open evenings, parents’ evenings and review meetings
Contribute your views to your child’s Pupil Profile that is available to all staff
Use a colour coded timetable

How Your Child can Help?
It’s important that your child takes responsibility for their learning and makes the most of the High
Quality Teaching and any other learning opportunities offered
They must keep on top of their learning inside and outside of the classroom
They should be involved in creating their pupil profile and voicing their honest opinion about what
helps them learn, through student voice and participation
They must undertake any relevant assessments that will inform the provision offered
They should consider their options carefully when choosing subjects suitable which are suitable for
them

Attendance
Full attendance is key to your child’s success. Absence disrupts the education of not only your child,
but the whole class. As you are probably aware, a child who does not attend regularly:
Does not achieve well in exams
Finds it difficult to maintain friendships
Misses out on opportunities, not only in school, but in further education and the world of work
Being at school with support from staff and peers provides children with stability. The routine of
school offers a safe and familiar background. Please, therefore, encourage your child to attend
school every day. Again, we would like to thank those parents who make sure their child is
attending school regularly and are therefore benefiting fully from their educational opportunity.

How does your child compare?

Homework Expectations
During the last academic year, we have been busy trialling a new approach to homework in school which

memory over time, and our trials last year in school echoed this finding. We found that groups and
individual pupils’ significantly improved their progress in end of unit tests, as their revision became more
approach as it focuses on preparing pupils for their learning and supporting independent study habits from
a young age.
No pupil should be expected to complete more than 70 minutes homework per evening,
and no pupil should be expected to hand work in the following day
2 days to complete work set.
requirement.
Faculties may also wish to set additional tasks such as research, reading, and exam practice
to support the students within their curriculum.
be done independently, at home.

be rewarded, and special recognition given to those who have made an outstanding effort. Whilst teachers
aren't required to mark each piece of homework, if asked to answer a question, the correct answers
are shared with the pupils.
High standards of homework are expected, and teachers will hold pupils to account for not completing
work, or not completing to the correct standard.
Year 7 pupils: 40 minutes per evening (e.g. 2 x 20 minute pieces)
Year 8 pupils: 50 minutes per evening (e.g. 2 x 25 minute pieces)
Year 9 pupils:
Year 10 pupils:
Year 11 pupils:
Year 12 and 13 pupils: 70 minutes per evening (minimum of 4 hours per subject, per week;
accounting for study time during the timetable.)
Please find DEC’s Homework Timetable on the school’s website
Homework Club is open every:
Tuesday:
Wednesday (new day)
and Thursday
after school in Room 32 and 33

School Website
The link to Birmingham’s local authority’s SEND local offer can be found on the website. It is also published
at: https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/localoffer

